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In this issue: The European sub-committee of the International Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services (ICCRS) organised in Poland a European celebration of the 40th anniversary of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR). A report from Kees Slijkerman, secretary of the sub-committee.
EUROPE MET IN WARSAW
Kees Slijkerman
'Show and tell who Jesus is', said bishop Bronisław Dembowski (79) at the beginning of the European celebration of 40th year Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR), September 27th-30th, 2007 in Warsaw, Poland. And the new Archbishop of Warsaw Kazimierz Nycz told during the closing Eucharist: 'It's not only you, who celebrate this anniversary, it’s the whole Church'. And he asked us to be apostles. The CCR is strongly encouraged by the bishops and by the Vatican. Both Pope John Paul II and Benedict XVI asked the CCR to spread the spirituality of Pentecost all over the world. 

About 150 representatives were together in Warsaw. They came from Austria, Belarus, Belgium , Croatia, Czech Republic, England, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Scotland, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine and from some international networks: Catholic Fraternity of Charismatic Communities, Sword of the Spirit communities and Evangelisation 2000.
We celebrated Eucharist, praised the Lord in tongues and different languages, led by musicians from Lithuania, Malta and Sweden. We listened to testimonies and talks. And we met each other personally during meals and breaks. 

BE HUMBLE, LISTEN AND ACT
Oreste Pesare, director of ICCRS since ten years, invited us to focus on the central goals of CCR: conversion, sanctification, building the Church with charisms, evangelisation and integration in the pastoral life of the Church. 'We need the power from above', he said. 'We have to give the power back to God: it is not us who are the principal actors in our lives, but the Lord is.' 
Oreste showed three ways to go back to the roots of the CCR: be humble, listen and act.

Humble: 'We are not good boys but bad boys. Without the Spirit I'm bad. Remember you were lost and you need Jesus to save you.'
Listen: 'Leave the Spirit free and seek every day your personal relation with the Lord.'

Act: 'CCR is not a philosophy or a discussion platform. It's not a show with beautiful songs.' 
'Look at Philip in Acts 8, who had a family. He was a servant of the Lord and had four unmarried daughters, who were prophets (Acts 21: 8-9). He was humble, listened and acted'.  Oreste Pesare felt familiar with Philip because he also had a family. He lived with his wife and children in Rome. 
Several other shorter sharings will be published in EUCCRIL later. Marie Berne from Ireland did a talk on 'Baptism in the Holy Spirit', Jude Muscat from Malta on 'Growing in charisms', Charles Whitehead from England on 'Leading with vision', Christof Hemberger from Germany on 'Passing on leadership', Kriszta and Laszlo Gorove from Hungary on 'Evangelising the Family', Sr. Mary O'Duffy from Evangelisation 2000 on 'Schools of Evangelisation and CCR' and Martin Steinbereithner from Belfast on 'The importance of and barriers to unity'. 
VIBRANT AND DYNAMIC

The final talk was given by Michelle Moran, the new president of the International Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services (ICCRS). She shared here experiences with CCR in Ghana and Brazil. In Brazil she had a 'small' meeting with 'only' 5000 young people telling her: 'We have experienced the baptism in the Holy Spirit, what do we have to do now?' Michelle: 'We can learn from them, because in Europe we tend to say: we have experienced the Spirit, let's have another time of worship.' 
'We have come to the age of 40. Shall we say: 'life begins at 40'? Or: 'Let us relax now after this exiting years'? Keeping vibrant and dynamic is not a question of age. We are a people with history, but we are not living in the past.

Michelle mentioned the new Europeans in our continent. In England the National Service Committee of CCR started to dialogue with Catholic charismatic groups in London, coming from French-speaking Africa, English-speaking Africa, India, Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, Brazil, Colombia, etc. Recently she visited in Wales a European meeting of 250 charismatic Catholics from Kerala, India. They live all over Europe and long to spread the gospel in our continent. Do we welcome them?
IT IS TIME TO TAKE THE LAND

Quoting Cardinal Suenens Michelle said that CCR is not a movement, but a move of the Spirit to rejuvenate the whole Church. And finally she set her audience on fire with a biblical picture. She compared the 40 years of CCR with the 40 years of the People of God in the desert. We started with the happy deliverance from slavery in the experience of forgiveness and being filled with the Spirit. We have had the long years of going through the desert. Some of us lost their way. Some preferred to stay in the desert. But if you stay there, you will die. Now it is time to cross the river Jordan and to take the Promised Land. We do not know how deep the river is, nor how the land will be. Are there giants? We need to be fearless and confident.
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